‘Downsizing’ has 
twists and turns 


BUSINESS, 6A 


Ford CEO 
vows to end 
harassment 


Jim Hackett apologized 
to employees for issues 
at two Chicago plants. 
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A Motown 
gift worth 
singing about 
The Motown Museum 


received $500,000 for 
its transformation plan. 
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$1M bond set 
for ex-state 
police trooper 
Mark Bessner is facing a 


murder charge in the 
death of a Detroit teen. 
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Teachers’ 
$554M refund 
heads to 
schools 
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Catching a wave 
inside a classroom 


Teens have ‘gone boarding’ at this Utica school 


Grant Faler, 16, sande his surfboard with Steven Zwiez, 16, in their CTE Advanced Woodworking class on 
Tuesday at Eisenhower High School in Shelby Township. BRITTANY GREESON/SPECIAL TO THE DETROIT FREE PRESS 


about construction from her father. “Not 
many kids get to do this. Every day, you 
don’t hear someone say, ‘Ooh, I made a 
surfboard. ” 

Starr’s class in Utica Community 
Schools, taught by Ryan de Cardenas, is a 
twist on what might be considered a tradi- 
tional career and technical education pro- 
gram in advanced woodworking. The stu- 
dents are learning how to design, build and 
test all kinds of boards: skateboards, long- 
boards, wakesurf boards, snowboards, 
paddleboards and surfboards. 

And it fits with what state leaders have 


Lori Higgins 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Aspen Starr was standing on the deck of 
a restaurant tucked into the mountains of 
Tennessee last month when she captured 
a photograph that would soon adorn the 
wakesurf board she’s making at Eisen- 
hower High School in Shelby Township. 

Today, that wakesurf board is nearly 
done. Starr, 17, spent a recent class sanding 
out some of the rough edges and looking 
ahead to finishing touches. 

“This is the coolest thing I’ve ever built,” 
said Starr, who has spent years learning 


Ryan de 
Cardenas, 
who teaches the 
Gone Boarding class 


See BOARDING, Page 3A 


U.S. loves trucks; fuel economy, not so much 


Greg Gardner a full rollback of fuel economy standards a “$2-trillion 
Detroit Free Press mistake” 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


That calculation takes into account the $1.2 trillion 
The Trump administration crusade to wipe outev- consumers have saved because of the standards in ef- 

ery vestige of Obama-era policies, including auto fuel fect since 1975 and the $800 billion in economic growth 

economy standards, will continue in 2018, but envi- tied to energy-efficient technologies. 

ronmental and consumer advocates are pushing back Both President Donald Trump and Scott Pruitt, his 

hard. head of the Environmental Protection Agency who has 
In a recent report titled “The War on Energy 

Efficiency,” the Consumer Federation of America calls See FUEL ECONOMY, Page 9A 
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Congress 
avoids a 
holiday 
shutdown 


Temporary measure extends 
children’s health insurance 


Michael Collins 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Congress once again 
forestalled a government shutdown — with a 
short-term funding measure through mid- 
January — and temporarily extended funding 
for health insurance for children from low-in- 
come families. 

The House voted 231-188 Thursday to ap- 
prove a short-term spending bill that would 
fund most government programs at current 
levels through Jan. 19. The Senate quickly fol- 
lowed suit, passing the bill on a 66-32 vote. 

The government was scheduled to run out 
of money at midnight Friday, raising the pos- 
sibility of a partial shutdown heading into the 
holidays. 

Temporary funding is needed because 
Congress has been unable to agree on long- 
term government spending levels since the 
2017 fiscal year ended in September. The gov- 
ernment has operated on a series of short- 
term extensions of last year’s budget. 

The measure approved Thursday would 
keep the government operating for a few 
more weeks but puts off until next year a 
number of tough decisions, including the 
reinstatement of government subsidies for 
health insurers providing coverage to low-in- 
come clients and protections for young Amer- 
icans brought into the U.S. illegally by their 
parents. 


See CONGRESS, Page 9A 


House Speaker Paul Ryan heads to the 
House floor Thursday on Capitol Hill for 
votes on funding the government. EPA/EFE 
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